Ma Juying, 37, Dazhuba Village, Shaanxi province, China

Ma Juying’s life was dealt a double blow earlier this year when the Chinese earthquake destroyed her home and her husband later died.

“I lost all hope,” said Ma Juying, 37.

The family had been living with her mother in Shaanxi Province but she couldn’t afford to rebuild their home and had no way of supporting her family of four.

Her 17-year-old son went to the city in search of work but returned home empty handed.  

The family is now living in a rented home in Dazhuba village and besides the RMB 20,000 (US$2,930) allocated by the government, ActionAid is providing an extra RMB 10,000 (US$1,465) to help rebuild their house before the onset of winter. 

“We had no place to live but now the government and ActionAid are helping us. We will rebuild our house and carry on with our lives again.” 

